CLIMATE CHANGE
DEPARTMENT

eThekwini Municipal
Forum on Climate Change

Advancing Inclusive Climate Action in eThekwini

South Africa reached a significant milestone in climate governance when President
Cyril Ramaphosa signed the Climate Change Act, 2024 (Act No. 22 of 2024) into law.
The Act provides, for the first time, a clear legislative mandate for local government
to address and coordinate climate change responses through mitigation (reducing
greenhouse gas emissions), adaptation (building resilience to climate impacts) and
ensuring a just transition.

The Forum was established in

accordance with the Climate Change

Act and the Municipality's approved
Durban Climate Change Strategy (DCCS),
which was adopted by Council in 2022.
The DCCS sets out eThekwini's vision of
achieving inclusive climate resilience

and net-zero greenhouse gas

emissions by 2050.

Section 9 of the Climate Change Act

requires every municipality in South

Africa to establish a Municipal Forum
on Climate Change to coordinate

In respense to this national requirement,
eThekwini Municipality has established
the eThekwini Municipal Forum on
Climate Change, becoming the first
municipality in South Africa to formally
establish such a forum in line with the
new legislation.

climate change response actions and
report to the relevant Provincial Forum
on Climate Change.

The inaugural meeting of the eThekwini Municipal Forum on Climate Change was held on

11 December 2025 at the Inkosi Albert Luthuli International Convention Centre (Durban ICC).
The meeting marked the formal launch of the multi-stakeholder platform established to drive
the implementation of the Durban Climate Change Strategy and strengthen the coordination
of local climate governance in eThekwini Municipality.

Key objectives of the Forum
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Provide oversight of the
implementation of the Durban
Climate Change Strategy.

Empower communities

@ Why the Forum Matters
and raise public awareness \ é

abeut climate change and
climate resilience,

Purpose of the Forum

The Forum provides strategic oversight and
coordination of eThekwini's climate change
response. It aims to ensure that climate action
is implemented effectively across municipal
departmenits and in partnership with
communities, business, academia, labour,
traditional leadership, and civil society.
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Governance and Leadership

In accordance with the Terms of Reference of the eThekwini
Municipal Forum on Climate Change, the Mayor of eThekwini
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Coordinate municipal climate
change response actions in line
with the Climate Change

Act, 2024,

Support South Africa’s
commitments under the
Paris Agreement.

Strengthen cooperation and
collaboration among local,
provincial, national, and
imternational stakeholders.

Municipality serves as the Chairperson of the Forum. As
Chairperson, the Mayor provides strategic leadership and
oversight for the Municipality's climate change response
and participates in the Forum meetings together with
councillors, executive management, technical officials,

and external stakeholders.
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Promote inclusive, transversal,
and multi-stakeholder
climate action planning.

Monitor and report on
climate change actions
affecting aThekwini
Municipality.

eThekwini is increasingly affected by
climate change through rising temperatures,
severe storms and flooding, sea-level rise,
water scarcity, biodiversity loss, health
impacts, and risks to food security.

The Forum creates a platform where
all sectors can work together to build a
climate-resilient and low-carbon city.
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The eThekwini Municipal Forum on Climate Change brings
together representatives from government, business,
academia, organised labour, civil society, traditional
leadership, and community sectors.

Photo caption: Members of the eThekwini Municipal Forum on
Climate Change at the inaugural meeting held at the Inkosi Albert
Luthuli International Convention Centre (Durban ICC) on 11 December
2025. Seated from left to right are Mr Musa Mbhele, City Manager;
His Worship Mayor Councillor Cyril Xaba and Chairperson of the
eThekwini Municipal Forum on Climate Change; and Councillor
Thembo Ntuli, Chairperson of the Econamic Development and
Planning Committee (ECOD)

For more information on climate change, the Durban Climate Change Strateqy,
and eThekwini's climate programmes, please visit the eThekwini Climate
Change Portal on the municipal website.



