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RESTORATION OF SERVICES AND PROVISION
OF AID TO VICTIMS AFFECTED BY THE STORM

HE KwaZulu-Natal

government is on

the ground providing

humanitarian support
and assisting families that
have been displaced following
the heavy rains and strong
winds that hit parts of the
province on 3 June.

The heavy rains accompanied
by the strong wind wreaked
havoc in different parts of
the province, affecting five
districts including eThekwini,
Ilembe, King Cetshwayo,
Umzinyathi, Amajuba and
Umkhanyakude District
Municipalities.

Preliminary reports indicate
that at least 11 people have
died with seven of them
from oThongathi. The other
four fatalities were reported
in Nquthu, Eshowe, and
KwaHlabisa respectively.

Over 55 people suffered
minor to moderate injuries
and are receiving medical
treatment in hospital. At
least 120 people have been
displaced and three temporary
shelters have been established
where affected families are
receiving humanitarian aid.

KwaZulu-Natal Premier
Nomusa Dube-Ncube led
a government delegation,
including MEC of Cooperative
Governance and Traditional
Affairs Bongi Sithole-Moloi
and eThekwini Mayor
Councillor Mxolisi Kaunda, to
various areas in eThekwini on
4 June. She said: “We express
our heartfelt condolences
to the families of those that
have tragically lost their lives
and wish those recovering in
hospital a speedy recovery.
Our priority is to ensure that
the displaced families receive
immediate humanitarian relief

KwaZulu-Natal Premier Nomusa Dube Ncube, along with MEC of Cooperative Governance and
Traditional Affairs Bongi Sithole-Moloi, and eThekwini Mayor Councillor Mxolisi Kaunda, visited
families affected by the strong winds and heavy rain. The recent storm caused widespread
destruction to home and infrastructure and resulted in seven fatalities in eThekwini.

and fast-track the restoration
of services. We have rallied all
government departments to
ensure an all-hands on deck
approach as we consolidate
our re-building and recovery
plan of action.”

She said their aim is to
support affected families

to rebuild their lives.
“Assessments are continuing
so that work to repair damaged
infrastructure can begin. The
assessment reports will give
us a clear indication of the
extent of the damage and
funding that will be required.
We also urge municipalities

to ensure that all those that
are affected are profiled and
receive the necessary support
from government.”

Mayor Kaunda said while
assessments are ongoing,
Municipal teams are actively
engaged in debris clearance
and the restoration of essential
services such as water and
electricity in affected areas.
The Disaster Management
teams are conducting
assessments and coordinating
humanitarian efforts. Non-
governmental organisations,
including Red Cross, Al-
Imdaad Foundation, Gift of
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the Givers and IPSS Medical
Rescue, are working closely
with government to ensure

the provision of hot meals,
mattresses, blankets, food
parcels and humanitarian
assistance. At this stage
oThongathi has been classified
as the most affected area

with hundreds of houses
severely destroyed. Public
infrastructure such as schools,
roads, community halls and
healthcare facilities were
affected. Heavy rains damaged
transformers and powerlines
leaving many areas in
eThekwini without power.



NEW LIQUID BULK FACILITYTO
BOOST DURBAN'S ECONOMY

EThekwini Mayor Councillor Mxolisi Kaunda welcomed the
development of a liquid bulk facility set to enhance operations at
Maydon Wharf 6.

THE Transnet National Ports
Authority (TNPA) recently
signed a significant Terminal
Operator Agreement (TOA)
with Mnambithi Terminals,
paving the way for the
development of a state-of-
the-art liquid bulk facility in
the Maydon Wharf Precinct.
The signing ceremony,
attended by eThekwini
Mayor Councillor Mxolisi
Kaunda, marks a pivotal
moment for Durban. Mayor

Kaunda welcomed the move,
emphasising its potential to
significantly grow the City’s
economy. The new facility,
with an investment value of
R1.3 billion, will transform
the port’s infrastructure,
featuring advanced direct rail
and road loading capabilities,
an on-site truck staging

area, and automated loading
systems. These upgrades

will streamline operations
and reduce road congestion

in the Maydon Wharf area,
thereby improving the overall
logistical flow.

This initiative is part of
Transnet’s broader Recovery
Plan aimed at boosting
volume recovery and
operational efficiencies across
its divisions. The project’s
completion will not only
modernise the port but also
significantly contribute to
Durban’s economy by creating
over 50 to 100 direct jobs
and more than 400 indirect
job opportunities for local
communities.

The agreement follows

a successful section 79
directive under the National
Ports Act of 2005, which
underscores the project’s
alignment with national
strategic and economic
goals. The 20-year TOA
with Mnambithi Terminals,
a wholly black-owned
subsidiary of Mnambithi
Group, highlights TNPA's
commitment to fostering
transformation and inclusive
growth within the port
industry.

“TNPA is deliberate about
enabling transformation in

the industry and breaking
barriers of entry by ensuring
inclusion and access for all.
We are therefore delighted

to welcome Mnambithi
Terminals, and hope that

this strategic relationship

will promote the national,
strategic, and economic
interests of the country as
mandated by Section 79 of
the National Ports Act of
2005,” said Transnet Group
Chief Executive Advocate
Michelle Phillips.

The project will be executed
in two phases. The first phase
involves demolishing existing
structures, installing tanks
and infrastructure, and setting
up a road loading gantry and
bulk transfer pipelines. The
second phase will focus on the
installation of additional tanks
and infrastructure to complete
the facility.

This development marks a
significant milestone for the
Port of Durban, promising

to bolster trade through the
import and export of high-
flash liquid bulk cargo, and
further solidify Durban’s
position as a key economic
hub in South Africa.

THOUSANDS OF RESIDENTS BENEFIT FROM DEBT RELIEF PROGRAMME

THE reinstatement

of the Debt Relief
Programme has resulted

in thousands of residents
and businesses making
payment arrangements and
hundreds of millions of rands
being recuperated by the
Municipality.

The current programme
benefits residential and
business customers and
also includes non-profit
organisations (NPOs). The
Debt Relief Programme will
end on 31 July 2024.

A total of 11 647 customers

have come forward and made
an arrangement to pay since
2 April to 3 June 2024.

The total value of these
arrangements is over R761
million while the City has
received over R915 million in
down payments thus far.

A customer’s debt must be
90 days or older and they
must ensure that a down
payment of five percent for
residential and 10 percent
for business customers must
be made. An agreement
will be signed, and the
accumulated interest will be
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written off. Customers have
up to 36 months to settle all
outstanding debt.

Lihle Ndzelu, Head of the
Revenue Management Unit
said: “Once an arrangement
has been made, customers
must honour it. If a customer
defaults on payment or
pays less than the required
instalment, all written-off
interest will be reinstated.”

Additionally, NPOs,
including old age and
disabled homes, mental
hospitals, early childhood
development centres, and

others will be granted a
substantial 50 percent capital
debt write-off once they enter
into a payment arrangement.
This benefit is conditional on
these organisations not falling
into arrears within a period of
12 months after settling their
debts.

Customers may approach
their nearest Sizakala Centre
for more information and are
encouraged to provide all
supporting documentation
when applying for the
programme.
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ISUZU IRONMAN RACE CONTRIBUTES TO CITY'S
STATUS AS LEADING EVENTS CAPITAL
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Chairperson of the Economic Development and Planning
Committee Councillor Thembo Ntuli welcomed the economic
benefit of the Isuzu Ironman in the City.

THE 2024 Isuzu lronman
70.3 South Africa, hosted in
the City this past weekend
was a resounding success,
cementing eThekwini
Municipality’s status as a
leading sporting and events
host. The attendance of

over 35 000 spectators
resulted in increased hotel
occupancy rates. This
provided an economic boost
of a projected R68.6million
total direct impact on

the City’s economy. The
contribution to the City’s

Gross Domestic Product is
estimated at R169.7 million
with over 306 jobs created.

The City’s capability of
hosting major events has
been recognised by the
World Travel Awards for being
Africa’s leading festival and
event destination for three
consecutive years.

The sporting race, which took
place on 2 June, saw over

3 000 athletes nationally
and internationally participate
in this prestigious event.

The competition comprised
of swimming, running and
cycling and was attended by
over 35 000 spectators.

The activities took place at
the Durban’s 3.7-mile-long
sandy beach route, known as
the Golden Mile.

The race ended on a high
note with an awards ceremony
which honoured the top

performing athletes.
Chairperson of the Economic
Development and Planning
Committee Councillor
Thembo Ntuli attended the
race. He said sports tourism
is crucial for the City.

“We will continue to

leverage on partnerships to
robustly promote the City as a
premium tourism and events
destination. Over 23 different
media covered the event
which provided a strategic
opportunity to profile Durban
to visitors and the world at
large,” he said.
Councillor Ntuli said they
are proud to once again
collaborate with the Ironman
marathon.

“It is a race that brings
immense revenue to the
City and extensive publicity
exposure of our beautiful
City,” he concluded.

CITY FUNDS ETHEKWINI FURNITURE INDUSTRY
TO EMPOWER SMMES

SMALL, medium, and
micro enterprises (SMMEs)
in the furniture industry
participated in a Customer
Compass Workshop on 28
May in Kloof. The session
was facilitated by leading
businesses in the sector
and focused on overcoming
market access challenges
and driving growth and
innovation in the industry.
This initiative is part of the
City’s Economic Development
Unit's (EDU) efforts to
prioritise the furniture
industry’s competitiveness,
recognising its significant
impact on employment,
industrialisation, and local
competitive advantage.
Titus Mazibuko, Project
Manager for the City’s
Industry Development
Programmes at the EDU
said their goal is to tackle
economic transformation
by venturing into the
manufacturing sector.

-

The City and its stakeholders hosted small, medium, and
micro enterprises in the furniture industry for a Customer
Compass Workshop.

“We want to establish
connections between large
and small enterprises and
help them comprehend the
needs of the supply chain,”
he said. Low-cost Asian
imports has resulted in a
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decline in the demand for
locally produced goods, and
the local furniture industry

is characterised by a limited
capacity to distinguish locally
made goods against price
and quality in the home

market. In addition, declining
investment in research

and development, limited
investment in innovation

in technology and talent
development, and growing
input prices limit the market.
To counter this, organisations
have tried to build the
industry; nevertheless,
because of the fragmented
nature of their approach, the
sector has limited chances for
expansion.

Given its impact on
employment, industrialisation,
and local competitive edge,
EDU prioritises fostering

the growth of the furniture
industry’s competitiveness as
its primary objective. This is
because the local furniture
industry is adjacent to a
market that is preferred by
local clients, has minimal
entry hurdles, and employs
the third biggest labour force
in the nation.
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DEMOLITION OF CHINA EMPORIUM UNDERWAY

Work is
progressing
to demolish
the China
Emporium.
This is one
of several
successes
to tackle
problem
buildings.

the demolition of the building.
Brooke Street, which is an
extension of the M4 Southern

A HUGE pile of rubble lies in
front of the China Emporium
signifying the progression of

Call for partnership proposals from non-profit entities to assist in
growing the green economy through the transformative riverine
Green Spaces Economic Development Programme

THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT Unit is calling for proposals from non-profit companies to partner with the
Municipality to grow the eThekwini economy through a three-year Green Economy Programme focusing the:
socio-economic developmental impact of transformative management and activation of natural environments
associated with rivers within eThekwini from July 2025 to June 2028.

This programme recognises the interdependence of the social, economic, built and natural environments
in providing for the wealth and wellbeing of our citizens, stimulating the local economy, creating jobs and
building 2 compact, sustainable and livable city. The current programme being implemented until June 2025
encompasses a portfolio of managed sites, enterprise development support and local projects across the

themes of:

*C ity based tourism product and pi

* Transformative management of urban riverine green spaces Y%
. @

* The circular economy in relation to urban riverine green spaces A
_Lid

Interested NPC's with capability related to the abovementioned themes, that have been in operation for at
least three years are invited to apply.

Please email to gary.cullen@durban.gov.za to obtain a copy of the Terms of Reference.

Freeway. This road leads into
Dr Pixley Ka Seme Street
which has been closed from
31 May 2024 for three weeks
to allow further demolition
works to be carried out.
Metro Police will be on hand
to direct traffic to alternate
routes. Motorists are urged to
be cautious in the vicinity, to
plan their routes, and allow
time for any delays.

This is one of many recent
successes of the Problem
Buildings Division. More
than 30 problem buildings
have been identified for
repair and recovery by the
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Call for partnership proposals from non-profit entities to assist
in growing the green economy through the eThekwini Waste
Circular Economy Development Programme

Division. A total of nine
problem buildings, including
China Emporium, have been
demolished in the past five
years. In addition, seven
hijacked buildings have been
returned to their rightful
owners following interventions
from the court, the Problem
Buildings Division, and law
enforcement agencies since
2019. In some instances,
property owners stepped up to
reclaim their buildings. The
City calls on property owners
to work together with the
Problem Buildings Division to
take advantage of incentives.
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THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT Unit is calling for proposals from non-profit companies to partner with the
Municipality to grow the eThekwini economy through a three-year Waste Circular Economy Development
Programme from January 2025 to December 2027. This programme recognizes the interdependence of the
social, economic, built and natural environments in providing for the wealth and wellbeing of our citizens,
stimulating the local economy, creating jobs and building a compact, sustainable and livable city.

The current programme being implemented until December 2024 encompasses a portfolio of, enterprise
development support and local projects across the themes of:

* Waste Beneficiation for job and enterprise development. AN

* Township Zero Waste model development

* Waste Resource Market Development and facilitation -

Interested NPC’s with capability related to the abovementioned themes, that have been in operation for at

least three years are invited to apply.

Please email to phakamile.mbonambi@durban.gov.za to obtain a copy of the Terms of Reference.

CLOSING DATE: FRIDAY 21ST JUNE 2024 AT 16H00 CLOSING DATE: FRIDAY 21ST JUNE 2024 AT 16H00

EDITOR: Mandla Nsele, Acting Head of Communications

CONTENT EDITOR: Nondumiso Mathomane ® SUB-EDITOR: Charmel Payet

WRITERS: Sohana Singh, Romita Hanuman-Pillay, Nonduduzo Ngcongo, Lethiwe Ngcobo,
Simphiwe Dlamini, and Priah Dass. ® DESIGN & LAYOUT: Siya Mkhize

PHOTOGRAPHER: Nandi Ngidi

If you would like to submit feedback or
contribute to eThekwini Weekly Bulletin

Email: news.desk@durban.gov.za



